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CORRESPONDENCE. 





INSTRUCTIONS OF THE CHIEF OF THE CAPUCHINS AT RAGUSA, TO BRO- 
THER PEDICULOSO, ON HIS DEPARTURE FOR THE 
HOLY LAND. BY VOLTATRE. 


Translated for the Correspondent. 


The first thing you will do, brother Pediculoso, will be to visit Para- 
dise, where God created Adam and Eve, so well known among the an- 
cient Greeks and Romans, the Persians, the Medes, the Egyptians, and 
the Syrians, that not a single writer of all those people has ever men- 
tioned it. It will not be difficult to find; for it is situated at the sources 
of the Euphrates, the Tigris, the Araxes, and the Nile; and though the 
sources of the Nile and the E uphrates are 1000 leagues from each other, 
that is nothing: you have only to ask the way of the capuchins at Jeru- 
salem, and you cannot possibly miss it. . 

Do not forget to eat some of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil; for it must be confessed that you are a little stupid and some- 
what ill natured : when you shall have eaten of that fruit, you will be- 
come a very good and a very wise man. Perhaps you may be uneasy 
respecting the consequences; for in the book of Genesis it is said ex- 
pressly, “* In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” Ne- 
ver fear, my dear brother, but eat away—Adam ate, and_lived 930 years 
afterwards. 

As to the serpent, which was “ the most subtle of all the beasts of the 
field,” he is chained, you know, somewhere in Upper Egypt: several of 
our missionaries have seen him. Bochart will tell you what language he 
spoke in, and the song with which he seduced Eve; but take care that 
you are not seduced too. ‘Then you will.find out the ox that guarded 
the gate of the garden, for you are of course aware, that cherub in He- 
brew signifies an ox; and that is the reason why Ezekiel calls the king 
of Tyre a cherub. Vide St. Ambrose, the abbe Rupert, and, above all, 
the cherub Calmet. 

Examine carefully the: mark which the Lord put upon Cain. See 
whether it is upon the cheek or the shoulder. He deserved to be 
branded for killing his brother; but, inasmuch as Romulus, Richard III., 
Louis XI., and hundreds of others have done the same, it is a matter of 
no great consequence whether the murderer is pardoned or not, espe- 
cially as the whole race is damned for an apple. 

As you intend to push on as far as the city of Enoch, which Cain 
founded in the land of Nod, you will be particular in ascertaining the ex- 
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act number of masons, carpenters, blacksmiths, weavers, hat makers, 
painters, wool carders, laborers, herdsmen and shepherds, handicrafts- 
men, judges, and gaolers lie had in his employ, when there were but four 
or five persons on the face of the earth. : 

Enoch was buried in that city which his grandfather Cain built; but 
he is still alive. Find hin out; ask him how he does, and give him our 
compliments. 

From thence you will pass between the legs of the giants who were 
begotten by the angels upon the daughters of men, and you will present 
to them the works of the reverend father don Calmet; but be careful to 
speak civilly to them, for they don’t understand raillery. 

You will go the top of Mount Ararat to see the remains of the Ark. 
Ascertain the correctness of its dimensions, as given by the illustrious Le 
Pelletier. Measure the mountain carefully, and then measure St. Go- 
thard and the Pichincha in Peru. Calculate, with Woodward and 
Whiston, how many oceans it would take to cover them, and to rise 15 
eubits above. You will also have the goodness to bring us, in the origi- 
nal Hebrew, the text which places the deluge in the year of the creation 
of the world 1656; in the Samaritan, that which says the year 2309, and 
that of the Septuagint which inakes it 2262; and to reconcile these three 
texts. 

Present our respects to our father Noah, who planted the vine. The 
Greeks and the Asiatics were so unfortunate as to know nothing of him, 
but the Jews could boast of théir descent from him in a right line. Ask 
him to let you see the covenant which God made with him and the beasts. 
We are grieved that he should get drunk, and warn you not to follow his 
example. Above all, get a memorandum of the precise time when Go- 
mer, the grandson of Japhet, began to reign in Europe, which he found 
thickly peopled. This is a historical fact to verity. 

Find out, if you can, what has become of Cainam, the son of Arphax- 
ad, so celebrated by the Septuayint, and of whom the Vulgate says no- 
thing. Beg of him to conduct you to the Tower of Babel, and see if the 
remains of that tower correspond with the dimensions given by the reve- 
rend father Kircher. 

From the Tower of Babel you will go to Ur in Chaldea, and you will 
inquire of the descendants of Abraham the potter, why he left that fertile 
country, to go in search of a tomb at Hebron, and to buy corn at Mem- 
phis; why he made his wife pass for his sister, and what he got by that 
contrivance; but, above all, learn, if you can, what cosmetics she used 
to make her look handsome at the age of ninety. Ascertain whether 
she made use of rose or lavender water as a perfume, when she arrived 
at the courts of the king of Egypt and of the king of Gerar; for these 
things are essential to our salvation. 

You know that the Lord made a contract with Abraham, to give to 
him and his descendants all the countries from the Nile to the Euphrates. 
Ascertain the exact reasons why that contract has not been fulfilled. 

While you are in Egypt, find out where the horses came from, which 
Pharaoh sent into the Red Sea in pursuit of the Hebrews; for, all those 
animals having perished in the sixth and seventh plagues, certain infidels 
have pretended that Pharaoh had no cavalry. See the book of Exodus. 
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of which Herodotus, Thucydides, Xenophon, Polybius, Livy, and all the 
Egyptian writers make such particular mention. 

We will say nothing of the exploits of Joshua, the successor of Moses, 
nor of the moon which he made to stop at midday in the valley of Aja- 
lon, and the sun which steod still upon Gibeon. These are tritles which 
liappen every day, and not worth taking any trouble about. 

But there is a matter of infinitely more consequence to morals, and 
which would contribute essentially te our improvement in honesty, hu- 
manity, and justice—I mean the history of the Jewish kings. Ascertain 
exactly how many assassinations they committed. Some fathers of the 
church compute them at 580; others, at 970: it is important to know 
the true amount. Ycu will understand me to allude only to those cases 
where the murdered were near relatives of the murderers, for, as to the 
others, they are innumerable. Nothing can be more edifying than . 
true account of all the murders committed in the name of the Lord: 
would serve as an excellent commentary upon the sermons on wediety 
love. 

When, from the history of the kings, you enter upon that of the pro- 
phets, you will enjoy, and cause us to enjoy ineffable pleasures. You 
will have many inquiries to make, and many explanations to receive ; but, 
when you come to Ezekiel, then will your very soul dilate with joy. First 
of all, you will see the four animals with the faces of a lion, an ox, an 
eagle, and a man; then the wheel with four faces, like unto the waters 
of the sea, (each face having more eyes than Argus,) going wpon its four 
sides and not turning as it went. You know that God commanded the 
prophet to swallow a whole book of parchment: inquire carefully of all 
the prophets you meet, what were the contents of that book. 

Get Ezekiel to show you the tile upon which he drew a plan of Jeru- 
salem, while he was bound with the bands which the Lord gave him; 
and to tell you why he was commanded to lie upon his left side 380 
days, and then 40 days upon the right. 

In reporting your conversations with Ezekiel, be careful, my dear bro- 
ther, not to alter his words, as you have done: that is a sin against the 
Holy Ghost. You have said that God commanded the prophet to bake 
his bread with cow dung; but the Vulgate says, (Ezekiel, chap. iv. v. 12,) 
“* Comedes illud, et stercone quod egreditiu de homine operus illud in ocu- 
lis eorum.” “Thou shalt eat it, thou shalt cover it with the ordure 
which comes out of the body of man.” The prophet ate, and cried out 
** Pouah! Pouah! Pouah! Domine Deus Mens, ene anima mea non est 
polluta.” “ Pouah! Pouah! Pouah! Oh, Lord God, I never made such 
a breakfast in my life.” Always be careful to preserve the purity of the 
text, my dear brother, and do not change it the least tittle. 

If the breakfast.of Ezekiel was rather filthy, the dinner of the Jews 
of which he speaks is somewhat cannibalish: “The fathers shall eat 
their sons, and the sons shall eat their fathers.” It is well enough, per- 
haps, for the fathers to eat their children who are plump and tender; 
but, for the children to eat their tough, old, stringy fathers, that is a new 
fashioned cookery. 

To be continued. 
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ON THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE SCRIPTURE BOOKS. 

1. There is-no known writer who cites, or who appears to have been 
acquainted with the Pentateuch, the books of Joshua, Judges, Kings, or 
Chronicles, or with .any of the books of the Old Testament, until the 
collection of them, and the Greek translation of that collection, was 
made under the Ptolemies. The credulous lies of Aristeas, on the 70 
interpreters, are well known. If these books were known till then, 
point out the author who cites them. 

2. ‘I'he anachronisms of the Old Testament noted by Spinoza, Father 
Simon in his Critical History, and collected by Volney in his New Re- 
searches on Ancient History, p. 53, et sq. of the English translation by 
Col. Corbet, prove, to a demoustration, that the Old Testament could 
not have been written till after the times of the kings. Deuteronomy 
contains passages verbatim from Jeremiah, as Volney has shown. 

3. The Prophets, as they are called, must have been written subse- 
quent to the termination of what is called the Babylonish Captivity, for 
luzekiel cites Daniel as among the chief of the prophets: “ though Noah, 
Daniel, and Job were with him, saith the Lord,” which is again repeated. 
Daniel was a child when he was carried away into Babylon. 

4. Volney shows, clearly, that the Pentateuch was not only unknown 
to Solomon, (see the dedication of the temple in the book of Kings,) but 
even to king Josiah, till the Ith year of his reign. The Talmudists, 
and the Jewish writers generally, ascribe the Pentateuch to Ezra. We 
know that, according to their own accounts, the Jews were twice car- 
ried into captivity, and their city sacked; and, as Ezra says to the Lord, 
‘** Lord, thou kuowest the law was burnt.” 

5. The Jews never existed as a nation at all. No writer but of their 
own nation, and none before Josephus, ever speaks of them as a nation, 
until subjugated by the Romans. Wythenbach has set this point out of 
the reach of future controversy. 

There is, therefore, actually, no authority whatever existing compe- 
tent to prove the authenticity of any one of the books of the Old Testa- 
ment. No writer can be cited for this purpose until the collections made 
by the Ptolemies for the Alexandrian school; and of these the Greek 
version, itself resting on no authority, is the only one. ‘That is, there 
is no authority whatever for them, so ancient as 300 years before Christ. 
No one can point out when or where they were written, in what lan- 
guage of character, on what material, or by whom. After this, it is use- 
less to investigate the absurdities, contradictions, anachronisms, and 
other internal evidences of fraud and forgery with which these abomina- 
ble books abound; for, if they are liable to reasonable suspicion of fraud 
or forgery in respect of the authors to whom they are attributed, there is, 
an end of the question. They are not evidence as to any fact whatever. 
What court of justice would admit such a document? [ call upon the 
advocates of Christianity to prove when, where, or by whom any of them 
were written, by showing that they were known and accredited by any 
authors of repute near to the time of the events related. If this eannot 
be shown, the advocates for Christianity must either give up the cause, 
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or be contented with the reputation of being the defenders willingly and 
knowingly of fraud, forgery, and imposture. 1 call upon the clergy, or 
any of them, to cite their collateral and confirming testimony. 

As to the authenticity of the New Testament. The four canonical 
books-are ascribed to the apostles Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Jebn. If 
these apostles did not write them, they are forgeries. If theve be no suf- 
ficient evidence to show that they did write ‘them, then no man has a 
right to assert they did; and in this case they must be considered as for- 
geries. The argument lies in a nut shell, and I will state it: 

During the three first centuries after Christ, about fifty gospels, acts, 
epistles, &c. &c. were forged, containing as many absurdities at least as 
we find in the four gospels that are now acknowledged. Most of them 
are now known only by name. Of the rest, the whole or many frag- 
nents may be found in “Fabricii Biblioth. Apoc. seu Codex Apoery phus 
Novi Testamenti, in Grabe’s Spicilegium, in Jones on the Canon, in 
Lardner, and lately collected in good part in Hone’s Apocryphal New 
‘Testament, Loudon, 3d edit., 1821. The best list of the spurious gos- 
pels is Toland’s s, as corrected by Jones in his treatise on the Canon, co- 
pied into Hone’s collection. The ancient fathers of the church were not 
only addicted to the practice of forgery, but did not scruple to defend it 
on principle; as Eusebius, in a remarkable passage quoted by Gibbon in 
his reply to Mr. Davis; Origen and Chrysostom also, see Mosheim’s 
Disputations, p. 200—205. The more ancient fathers quote passage 
from these acknowledged forgeries, and the supposed true gospels, pro- 
miscuously. So that a passage cited, without naming the author or the 
book, proves nothing; for all these forgeries contain very many similar 
passages. Ireneus, a very silly and superstitious man, died in the year 
of our era 202. Lardner thinks he wrote somewhat later than 178: say 
then 180, our present gospels are first cited by name, by Ircneus. What 
should we think of an author who now, for the first time, should cite au- 
thorities for facts that happened in the reign of James the second of En- 
gland, and quote writers as authority who have never been quoted or re- 
ferred to before?) Should we not reasonably inquire, who are the au- 
thors in king William’s time who have referred to these facts, or who cite 
these gospels? 

Again: were these gospels, even in the days of Irenrus, acknowledged 
as genuine, and exclusively so, by the great mass of Christians then 
living? No, they were not; for the earliest Christians now known to 
us, the Ebionites, Nazarenes, and Corinthians, denied any gospel to be 
genuine but that of Matthew, (excluding the whole account of the mira- 
culous conception, which was not contained in the early copies of St. 
Matthew, as both Jerome and Epiphanius allow.) Nor were these four 
gospels generally received as the only authentic gospels till the Council 
of Nice in 325. During the three first centuries, the great body of Chris- 
tians, o @Asco, (the many,) were of the Ebionite persuasion. What 
credit, then, can be due to books whose genuineness was a subject of in- 
cessant doubt, denial, and dispute, during three hundred years ? 

Again: the language of the Jews, in the time when Christ is supposed 
to have lived, was a kind of Syriac. Greek was not common among 
that people. How came, then, these gospels to have been written in 
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Greek for the use of the Jews, who did not speak Greek? If translated 
from the Hebrew or Syriac, where are the originals, who translated them 
and when were they translated? All, all that is known about them, 
bears the marks of forgery, fraud, and imposture. 

Again: no Jew ever received the name of Jesus Christ. Suppose 
Jesus to be Joshua, still Christ is the Greek word for anointed: no Jew 
would use it. Even hits existence is matter of doubt. The lying rogues, 
the fathers of the church, who defended lying and forgery as justifiable 
methods of furthering a good cause, who forged and fulsified the pas- 
sages in Josephus and Longinus, would do the same without scruple by 
Pliny and Tacitus. In fact, all the German literati acknowledge that 
the passage concerning the Christians in Pliny the younger is found in 
one ancient copy only, and not in the rest. Literature has never known 
a set of more unprineipled lars and forgers than the ancient Christians, 
excepting the modern professors of the same sect, not only among the 
catholics but among the protestants: witness the interpolation in the 
Lambeth books as ‘to the succession of the bishops, and the forgery of 
the clause the church hath power to decide in controversies relating to 
matters of faith. Nor was there a set of men that ever existed, known 
to history, guilty of such abominable and diabolical practices as the 
Gnostic Christians described by Epiphanius. Yet is modern orthodoxy 
the child of Gnostic Christianity. 

I have not, in this brief review, cited and referred to all my authori- 
ties, but I Anow that I have advanced nothing that a man really learned 
and conversant in this controversy will venture to deny. If it be denied, 
by any one worthy of notice, 1 hold myself bound to the proof: but 
there is no danger. The silly, violent, and ignorant presbyterians know 
nothing of the controversy. The Episcopalians are equally ignorant, 
and, being richer, are more idle than the other Christian sects. None 
of them take the trouble of inquiring into the grounds of their faith, be- 
cause their motto is “‘ Let well be well.’ The imposture by which they 
are enabled to live in plenty carries with it its own evidence to them. 
But is it worth the while of society to encourage at an enormous ex- 
pense the class of impostors who live by making dupes of all the rest? 

A word or two more as to the New Testament, and I have done. It 
is a known rule of evidence, that, in all cases whatever, the best evidence 
the nature of the case will admit of ought to be produced to verify it ; for, 
if inferior evidence be offered, when better evidence can be obtained, it 
naturally suggests some secret reason why it is withholden. Suppose I 
offer in evidence the copy of a deed, will not the court say, Why do you 
not produce the original, or account to us why you keep it back? 

The declaration that Jesus would rise from the dead, after three days, 
was made in public: why was the pretended performance made in pri- 
vate? lt was made before persons who needed that their doubts should 
be removed: why was it made before women and disciples ready to he- 
lieve or to assert any thing that made for the credit of their sect? The 
best evidence the nature of the case would admit of was his public ap- 
pearance in Jerusalem: why did not this take place?’ There is but one 
answer to be given—because the whole story is an imposture, devoid of all 


truth. 
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It is in vain to talk of the truth of Christianity, till these formidable 
objections are satisfactorily answered. Who will take upon him to fur- 
nish this satisfactory answer? No clergyman of any sect, rest assured. 
They know their own eause too well; and they will keep a dignified si- 
lence, lest the truth should be too manifest when the question is discussed. 


PHILO-VERITAS. 


PIETY, PRAYERS, AND PREACHERS. 


Mr. Editor—I send you the National Advocate for the Country, of the 
24th of July, published by S. 8S, Conant, containing a wonderful article 
on the Climate of Georgia, which has no doubt been read with devout 
attention by many who are in the habit of oe their information 
from the Religious 'Tract Society. Whether Mr. 8. 8. C. belongs to the 
brotherhood, we know not; but conclude, from an examination of his 
short editorial career, that he would be a very fit member. 

“ Climate of Georgia.—The climate of Georgia, at least in the upper 
parts of the state, has, for several years back, presented a phenomenon, 
on which the eyes of the scientific rest with ‘wonder and apprehension. 
A climate, once so salubrious, and uncheckered by any changes of tem- 
perature, except by such as were to be looked for in the natural alteration 
of the seasons, has at length become terrific in its unhealthiness, and 
faithless in its constancy. One day, we literally freeze; and, on the next, 
burn under the influence of a vertical sun! The rains have shifted their 
days of visitation, or fall with the desolating gush of the cataract, when, 
anon, a sweep of greedy winds shall drink the earth dry of her humidity, 
and leave her vegetation to languish or to die! The former seasons of 
the time are no longer known as such, and when the venture is made by 
the farmer in planting his crop, he can form no possible calculation at 
what period or in what quantity the harvest may be reaped. " 

“To what causes are we to ascribe such effects? Do they shoot beyond 
the ken of human investigation? or are they not to be attributed to our 
ingratitude and sin? = 'T'o these exclusively, we believe. The sceptic may 
smile at this, and the child of inconsideration make it the theme of mer- 
riment and derision; but would such a reception of opinion defeat its 
correctness? Looking to the enjoyments of tomorrow, without one 
thought bestowed upon the source from whence the means of that enjoy- 
ment spring—feeding, with a gluttonous appetite, upon the bounties of an 
indulgent providence, aud yet unthankful to the hand which has so plen- 
tifully administered to his wants—blaspheming that name, the lisping of 
which, even in the privilege of prayer, should be done with the profound- 
est reverence and humility, are evinsive, in an eminent degree, of man’s 
ingratitude and sin, and are among the prominent causes of the change 
in our climate of which we have spoken. 

“ Arrogant, presumptuous, and independent as man may be, when op- 
posed to man, how does the wretch dwindle into dependance and nothing- 
ness, when he comes in conflict with his Creator—when deserved by the 
fostering supervision of his love! Let him remember this, and deprecate 
a wrath which his conduct may cause to burst with threefold vengeance 
on his head.” 
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It belongs to fat salaried priests, and even to itinerant preachers, to talk of 


the wonderful efficacy of prayer; of the imperious duty of keeping holy the 
Sabbath day ; of the merit of erecting meeting houses, and of the paramount 
obligation of settling ministers to preach and to pray therein. It belongs 
to such men to denounce every people, country, and individual, who does 
not attend to their call, even to the very letter of their creed. Fall in with 
and support their plan of salvation, whjch seems no less of a temporal 
than of a spiritual nature, and all Nature shall wear a most smiling and 
benign aspect. If the drought comes, it is only in trial of the confidence 
of the faithful; if the thunders roll, and the hail descends, and despoil 
the husbandman of his prospective wealth, it is still the kind chastise- 
ment of a tender parent, who would wean us from the goods of this world. 
In fine, pay well your minister, and God shall smile upon you in the se- 
verest calamities which the seasons produce or the contingencies of life 
bring about. But, build no meeting houses, where these drones may 
earn an easy living, by a labor of one day out of seven; refuse to listen 
to their hypocritical cant, or their more hypocritical and selfish prayers ; 
oppose them in their anxious meetings, and their awakenings, where they 
lay snares for silly women and for children, and you may be sure that 
God shall be made to be very angry with you. Every cloud that passes 
shall bear on its front the power of his displeasure ; and ev ery event and 
every contingency shall bear testimony of his unalterable displeasure and 
wrath. One might suppose that this was making a great “fuss (as the 
Jew said, who was catched eating bacon and eggs when a thunder storm 
arose,) about a little bit of bacon.’ But it is not about a little bit of ba- 
con—it is about a large bit of bacon, on account of which you hear all 
this infernal din from the pulpit and the press. 

They who build meeting houses, and settle and endow with goodly sa- 
laries devout men to address the Divine Majesty for his blessings, are 
they who disarm of his anger the God of the Christian preacher. The 
reverend doctor Morse, the geographer, in his travels in the United States, 
could find no good society where there were not established churches in 
plenty; and a meeting house, to him, was prima facie evidence of good 
morals. With these feelings, as a minister, he travelled, and with these 
views, as a geographer, he wrote his account of our country. But, such 
indications as these, for the ascertainment of the good morals of a district 
or of a country, remind us of an anecdote of a very Cc hristian traveller, who, 
after having visited many countries, was at length shipwrecked upon an 
unknown coast, where neither the footstep nor habitation of man was to be 
seen. In this situation, he and his companions in distress took their 
course as chance directed, in search of shelter, and to obtain succor. 
They travelled all day, and towards night came in view of a gibbet, on 
which hung a couple of humau beings, at sight of which the pious tra- 
veller exclaimed, ‘‘ Thank Ged, we are in a Christian land! I know it by 
this sign well enough.” 

Doctor Morse is gone. Peace be to his ashes. But his writings still 
live, to do much mischief. The spirit that dictated the above article on 


the climate of Georgia is of the same sort; but the effort with which it 


was penned is of no common compass. It moves heaven and earth; and 
all because prayers and thanksgiyings do not ascend to God according, 
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uo doubt, to the ordinances of the church; for how does the writer pre- 


tend to know any thing of the secret operations of gratitude, which ac- 


knowledge no set form, and which are too deep for human observation. 
He can mean, therefore, no indication of this, except what hypocrisy has 
made accessible to the vilest ingrate that ever came to the communion 
table. ‘Our soldiers swore terribly in Flanders,” said my uncle ‘Toby, 
and so does this writer on the Climate of Georgia. 'The climate is de- 
ranged, and all the springs of health are poisoned, by what this writer 
considers a neglect of prayer and piety. Of course, then, all matters and 
things will go right again, and the seasons be restored to their wonted 
mildness, when the people shall have returned to their ‘ prayer and 
praise ;’? when they shall have called in the more pious clergy to be their 
mediators; and go down on their marrow bones to ask God’s forgiveness 
of their late neglect. Is it not pleasant to think, that the chill winds and 
fervent heats, which alternately freeze and scorch these poor Georgians, 
may be so readily softened down by means so accessible to weak man! 

If a climate may be thus rendered worse than its natural circumstances 
indicate, then it follows by a parity of reasoning, that extraordinary piety 
will meliorate a climate beyond what natural causes may be able to ef- 
fect. Now, this is the very pleasantest thing of all. Huzza! for piety. 
prayers, and preachers. We will call to our aid the whole of the Ando- 
ver and Amherst instituticns of pious literature; and all the other institu- 
tions which have been erected, or are about to be erected, for the education 
of pious young men for the ministry; and we will pray, and they shall 
pray ; and we shall not fail of having one of the finest and most produc- 
tive climates that lie between the two tropics, without any of those evils 
that belong to them. In this, as in all other matters of pure negociation, 
we should employ able ambassadors, and give them liberal salaries, that 
they, on their part, may not be stinting in their exertions for us; and 
then, depend upon it, our crops, our flocks, and our parsons will not only 
be protected from harm, but become flourishing, abundant, and happy. 
One predisposing cause of such a happy result should, however, be men- 
tioned; namely, faith, which is of potency to remove mountains. Where 
the genuine sort is to be obtained, or by what sect of religious preachers 
best propagated, may not be exactly known; but we sincerely hope that 
the lives of our fellow citizens may not be put in jeopardy in establishing 
these points. 

In the little village of Coxsackie, which lies next north of us, they were 
blessed, until lately, with a preacher so pious, and so active in “ buffeting 
Satan,” and in preaching up and putting in practice this kind of faith, 
that the devil dared not even show his nose within the limits of his cure. 
Among his flock, it was a prime business to establish the verity of that 
faith which is able to contravene the laws of Nature. One day, about 
two years ago, one of his converts, mowing in a field with many others, 
some of whom were not converts, they came across a nest of what are 
vulgarly called bumblebees. The ‘bees were soon out in great numbers, 
and drove back their invaders. ‘This convert, however, declared, that 
with faith equal to a grain of mustard seed, (the preacher’s own words,) 
they might all mow forward, undisturbed by the angry insects. Some 
were disposed to doubt, and asked him to give them a proof of this, which 
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74 THE CORRESPONDENT. 
he as readily attempted to do; but the bees, even less, if possible, atten- 
tive to his faith than some of his companions had been before, soon clus- 
tered round him, and stung him so severely that he was glad to retreat in 
the greatest haste, leaving the bees in full possession of their domicil, 
and the potency of his faith to be proved by some Jess dangerous under-- 
taking. We therefore repeat our former admonition, that the genuineness 
of this article, nor its potency in any case, be not tried at the hazard of life 
or limb. [The preacher here alluded to was Mr. Livingston, who left his 
congregation in Coxsackie for one in Philadelphia, where he was offered 
a much higher salary. Many of his congregation in Coxsackie believed 
his call to “Philadelphia to be a very goodly, but few, we believe, thought 
it a very godly call. | 

But, sincerely, I cannot close this letter without an expression of the 
most sincere regret, that there should be found a single newspaper edi- 
tor in the United States dupe enough to the interest of the priestcraft to 
insert such stuff as this on the “ Climate of Georgia,” without at least re- 
marking, at the same time, on its folly and absurdity. We may be told, 
but there is little alleviation in the consideration, that there are more hy- 
pocrites than dupes among this class of publishers—more that yield to the 
extraordinary efforts w hich the clergy are now making, merely because 
they find it their interest so to do, than there are, who mentally approve 


what they are called upon to publish. 
Athens, August 9th, 1827. LOOKER ON. 


FREE PRESS ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. Editor—I last Sunday attended the meeting of the Free Press As- 
sociation, and was highly pleased with the lecture which was delivered, 
as well as the verses or hymns sang upon the occasion, and which, I un- 
derstand, were composed for the usé of the institution. The latter re- 
minded me of the answer, in the time of the French revolution, of the 
municipality of one of the sections of Paris to a petition of the clergy, 
praying that mass might be ordered for the benefit of those who fell at 
the taking of the Bastile; which was as follows: ‘It is at length time to 
speak the language of reason: our brethren who perished on the 10th of 
August have no need of our prayers; the glorious cause in which they 
were engaged has obliterated all their past crimes, and opened a free 
passport “through the gates of heaven. If you will substitute sengs of 
liberty for the hymns of that ferocious David, that Nero of the Jews, whose 
least ‘crime was that of assassinating the husband i in order with more con- 

venience to sleep with the wife, we will then join you in worshipping the 
real God of Nature.” 1 quote from memory, and am perhaps not perfect- 
ly correct. The circumstance is recorded in the British Annual Register. 

The odes sang at the Free Press Association meeting were highly fa- 
vorable to liberty and morality, and divested of that selfish, uncharitable, 
malignant cast which peculiarly characterizes the compositions of the 


Jewish psalmist. 
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LECTURES DELIVERED AT THE FREE PRESS ASSOCIATION. 


On the inconsistencies, absurdities, and contradictions of the Bible. 
By the Secretary. 


LECTURE FIFTH. 
Continued. 


Methinks I hear the voice of fanaticism exclaim, “‘ The woman ought 
to have been more careful. She should not have violated the law which 
said, ‘'T' be day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.’’’ I have shown, 
in a former lecture, that this law, according to Bible history, was enacted 
before Eve had a being; and that it does not appear she was ever told 


of it either by God or by her husband. But, admitting she had known of 


its existence, what idea could she have of the words to “die?” Ifa na- 
tural death was meant, how could this inexperienced female, who, as yet, 
had never seen a dead body either of man or of beast; no, not a dead 


flower; and had not, with her eyes or mind, even perceived the image of 


death as presented in sleep—how, I ask, could such a one have any 
knowledge of what was intended by the threat of death, as a punishment 
for eating the fruit of the tree of knowledge? But the result showed, that 
it was not a natural death that was threatened—but a spiritual, eternal 
death. If, then, Eve could form no conception of the meaning of the 
word death, supposing it temporal death, how could she know any thing 
ofa doctrine which God did not think fit to reveal (admitting, for the sake 
of argument, he did reveal it) till after all the people who had lived on 
the earth for 4000 years were laid in their graves; and which, even with 
all the pains that ‘Deity itself has taken, since then, to make generally 
known, is not at this day admitted but by a small portion of the human 
race; and, even among those who say they believe it, there is not one to 
be found who can explain it to others, or who understands it himself? 
Theologians have an easy way of solving all these difficulties, which ap- 
pear so insurmountable to reflecting minds. They get rid of them by 
saying that it was the devil who tempted Eve, and that he only assumed 
the form or shape of a serpent to effect his purpose. But what authority 
is there for this?’ The most attentive perusal of the account given in 
Genesis no way warrants such an opinion. On the contrary, the writer 
of that book expressly and distinctly states, that the woman was deceived 
by the natural craftiness or subtility of a serpent. But we shall be told 
that the event was miraculous. Here, again, we ask for proof of this as- 
sertion. The occurrence is not said in any part of the Jewish books to 
have been the result of a miracle. But even were it,otherwise, and a pas- 
sage could be pointed out in the Old Testament, in which the temptation 
of Eve is represented as the work of a demon or a devil, and not of a ser- 
pent, I should still deny the fact. The laws of the physical world are as 
immutable as God himself, who is belteved to be the author of them. To 


presume, then, that the devil had the power of arresting or violating these 
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laws, would be to place the Almighty and Satan on an equality, and to 
cause the latter to usurp the authority of the former. ‘All the devils of 
the infernal regions, (says Palmer,) if any there be, have not the power 
to make a serpent, or any other beast, articulate a single word in manner 
and form similar to the human voice. Nothing short of the supernatural 
power of God could give it the power of utterance; nor even this, without 
involving the divine attributes in absurdity of operation, and inconsistency 
of character.” 

However satisfactory this reasoning may appear to those who are ac- 
custoned to think, the credulous, and those interested in deceiving them, 
endeavor to silence the voice of Reason by exclaiming, that nothing is 
impossible with God; that his power is infinite; that he can do any thing! 
Granting all this; admitting that God can make a man’s nose as large 
as the spire of St. John’s church; does it follow that the Supreme Being 
would sanction a violation of the immutable principles of justice? In 
supposing that he did not restrain the devil from deceiving Eve, when he 
had the power to do this, we accuse him of injustice. In conferring on 
him omnipotence, and yet admitting that he could not prevent the fall of 
man, we charge him with impotence; and, in saying that he pe rmitted 
sin to enter into the world, and created beings capable of committing it, 
we make him the author of all the wickedness and mise ry that ever ex- 
isted on earth, and give the lie to the assertion, that he originally formed 
man upright, and fit‘ed him for the enjoyment of happiness. Had Adam 
and Eve been, in reality, the perfect beings represented in the Bible, it 
would have been impossible for them to have entertained an idea of dis- 
obedience ; far less to have rendered themselves obnoxious by transgression. 

Supposing, for a moment, that God had lent his aid in this case, which 
is the only means by which the serpent could speak, what consequences 
would follow? It will be recollected that the violators of the command 
not to eat a certain fruit were threatened with death. ‘In the day thou 
eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die.” If, therefore, he told them in one 
place they should die, and empowered the serpent, in another place, to 
tell them they should nof die, this evidently amounts to a contradiction. 
It is God versus the miraculous power of God; and, what is worse than 
all, in the character of a deceiver too; for we certainly know, that neither 
Adam nor Eve died on the day in which they eat the forbidden fruit. If, 
by dying, something else was meant than the dissolution or disorganiza- 
tion of the body, then it was deceiving with ambiguous language—a con- 
duct utterly inconsistent with the character of purity which we ascribe to 
Deity. 

The Bible account goes on to state, that notwithstanding the penalty at- 
tached to eating the forbidden fruit, the woman at first took a view of it, 
and when she “saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was plea- 
sant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of 
the fruit thereof and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her, 
and he did eat. And the eyes of them were both opened, and they knew 
that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves aprons.” Now, what part of this strange story are we to be- 
lieve? It first tells us that the woman saw the tree, and that it was plea- 
sant to the eyes. From this we should naturally infer, that her vision was 
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perfect, and that all objects were distinguishable to her sight before she 
tasted the fruit. Not so, however, if we believe what is said immediately 
after, that the sight, or the discerning of outward objects, was the conse- 
quence of eating that fruit. It was then, and not till then, that the eyes 
of both were opened, and that they discovered that they were without 
clothing! What strange contradiction is this! Eve must surely have 
been very quick sighted when she could see the fruit on the tree with 
both her eyes shut. Perhaps, like the English lady, about whose extra- 
ordinary powers of vision so much was said only a few years ago, the 
‘* mother of all living” could discover objects by her finger ends, or by some 
other means unknown to her descendants. It seems strange, however, 
that a being who was formed, as it is said Eve was, with every sense in 
the highest state of perfection, should, after she became degenerate, a fallen 
creature, possess the faculty of speech in a greater degree than when she 
was in her previous enviable state; and that this important improvement, 
this valuable acquisition, should be the instantaneous result of rebellion 
against a benevolent being, to whom she was indebted for existence and 
for intelligence. 

This, it is presumed, is one of the mysteries of godliness, and not to be 
explained or understood by vulgar minds. Had we read the same story 
in another book than the Bible, we should have paused at every period, 
with our minds full of objections; doubts, and scruples. Such, however, 
is the force of education—such the preconceived opinions which generally 
prevail, that it is not the nature of the subject which mankind concern 
themselves about, or on which they ever allow themselves to reflect. They 
believe as they have been taught, that the Bible is inspired, and so long as 
they see no Cause to question the veracity of their teachers, they continue 
through life to place implicit faith in the divinity of the doctrines, how- 
ever absurd, that are founded on that book. Reason, however, has mark- 
ed out to itselfa line of eternal justice, perfectly consistent with the laws 


of Nature. Let it then be our constant aim, as the avowed disciples of 


Nature, to subject to the peaceful and bold inquiries of the mind the fic- 
tions of past ages, and they will soon descend to the tomb of oblivion ; 
leaving man in the full exercise of his intellectual powers, and of that 
happiness for which he was destined, and to which he has a just title. 


** Another Daniel come to Judgment.”’—Since the blustering Hector of 


the Antidote, who proclaimed “ unceasing warfare against the Correspond- 
ent,” has lowered his flag, another ‘soldier of Jesus Christ” has “ girt 
himself with the buckler of faith,” and challenged us to enter the lists 
with him in the same “ holy warfare” that proved so disastrous to his pug- 
nacious brother. ‘This champion of “our most holy religion” has enti- 
tled the periodical cogitations of his “forth issuing publication,” The 
Christian and Literary Register. No place nor terms of publication 
are mentioned. The former omission, doubtless, has arisen from the cir- 
cumstance (very common among us editors) of “ not having been able, in 
time, to complete the necessary arrangements ;”” although, if our memo- 


ry does not mislead us, five months ago it was whispered in our ear, and 
the whisper has been pretty audibly repeated since, that arrangement: 
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were then making to usher this same “Christian and Literary Register” 
into public notice. As to omitting the terms, we are willing to believe 
that the editor (as all editors have an indisputable right to do) set so high 
a value on his own lucubrations, that it was ouly necessary to bring them 
to market to command any price. 

If this new candidate for “ editorial fame” had been satisfied with only 
one title to his paper, its character could not have been mistaken; for 
in almost every column of his editorial remarks, occupying nearly a third 
of his paper, we have ample proof that bis pen was guided by the true 
spirit of a “* Christian.” ‘The words “‘ apostle of infidelity,” “ desolating 
doctrines,” “infatuated disciples of these heartless doctrines,” “ cimma- 
rian darkness,” ‘* modern illuminati,” &c. &c. crowd on one another so 
closely, that we have found it no way difficult to discover in this “lengthy” 
and brilliant effusion every thing characteristic of Christianity. But 
when the “ literary’ merits of the “‘ Christian” are sought after, we con- 
fess they soar so far beyond our reach, that we have found all attempts to 
discover them fruitless. As, however, the “Christian and Literary Re- 
gister” may contain beauties inscrutable to our dim organs of sight, and 
argument too refined for our dull comprehension, and being desirous that the 
public may have an opportunity of deciding the momentous question, we 
have laid a copy of their first number on our table, for the inspection of 
all who may wish to examine its contents. 


Removal.—The office of the Correspondent is removed to No. 15 
Chamber street, near the Apprentices’ Library, where all orders and 
communications are requested to be forwarded. 

Printing in all its branches, also Bookbinding, neatly and expeditious- 
ly executed on the most reasonable terms. 

The following publications may be had as above: 

Ecce Homo! or a Critical Inquiry into the History of Jesus of Naza- 
reth—75 cents in boards. The author of this work was imprisoned two 
years and fined in £200 sterling, by the British government, for publish- 
ing it. 

“Paine’s Theological Works, 8vo.—&1 12 1-2 in boards, or $1 50 
handsomely bound and gilt. This is the completest and cheapest edi- 
tion of the theological w orks of this great man ever published. A few 
copies only are remaining. 

The Theophilanthropist, containing critical, moral, theological, and 
literary essays, among which are The Origin of Evil, by Soame Jenyns, 
and The Morality of Mahometanism, both scarce and valuable works, 
8v0.—$1 bound. 

The People’s Rights Reclaimed ; being an Exposition of the uncon- 
stitutionality of the Law of the State of New York compelling the obser- 
vance of a religious Sabbath Day—37 1-2 cents. 

Critical Examination of the Life of St. Paul, from the French of Bou- 
Janger—50 cents. 

Christianity Unveiled, from the French of Boulanger—50 cents. 

*,* Orders for books, in every department of literature, punctually at- 
tended to. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 





Who goes to Hell?—It is supposed that there are at this time on the 
earth 10 million Jews, 170 do. nominal Christians, 140 do. Mahometans, 
450) do. pagans, making in all 800 millions of souls, all of which must 
prss from time to eternity, in the course of, at least, a century; and 
something like the same number, or perhaps less, have passed on in like 
manner for many centuries past, and a number equally great, if not 
greater, will so continue to pass on, till time shall be no more. The 
great question, which all the world cannot solve, and which has caused 
so much uneasy commotion, is—whence came they, whither bound, and 
to what final end? Now, sir, who, of all the wiseacres in the world, and 
this highly gifted town—women and all, who profess to know all things, 
both on earth and in heaven, as also in hell, can tell how many of the 
human family haye, from the creation up to the present time, passed 
through this, on their pilgrimage to the eternal world? and what dispo- 
sition Almighty God has made of them? The drops of water in the sea, 
and grains of sand on its shores, would bear no comparison with their 
numbers; yet it is no less true, that they have lived, died, and have gone 
—God only knows where. If the doctrine of partial salvation, as taught 
by the orthodox of the present and past ages, be true, what portion of 
the afore named 800 millions of souls may we conclude go to heaven in 
the course of a century, (albeit the present,) and what portion are consigned 
by the avowed sanction of orthodoxy to the torments of a never ending 
hell?’ Does one half of those pious souls, whose faces outvie the elongation 
of the Pharisee’s, escape this hell, by means of their own goodness and 
piety, when tried by the square of their own doctrine? Any one ac- 
quainted with their doctrines will readily join me in saying, not one 
fourth!! But, for the sake of the cause of orthodoxy, let us allow half, 
and then see what will be the product of a century, to the parties thus 
contending for mankind, like vultures for the fallen beasts of the field. 
By the doctrine of orthodoxy, taking it in its greatest plenitude— 





The Pagans must go hell, say 480 millions. 
The. Mahometans, do. ' 149 do. 
The Jews—headlong, do. 10 do. 
The nominal Christians, allow half 8&5 do. 
Making for the Devil in all 715 millions, 
And for Almighty God only 85 do. 
Thus we dispose of our 800 millions. 


Ask orthodoxy if this be trae—I say, if it be true, that my statement is 
likewise true; if not, my statement is false, and only so, because the 
ground on which it is based is not tenable. 
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This view of the subject, however near it approach to the, true state 
of orthodoxy, will be objected to by its greatest sticklers—but how will 
they prove the statement false, without doing violence to the tottering 
edifice of their doctrine? Will they pretend to say that Christ came to 
save the world? If so, didhe doit? If he did, my statement is really 
false, and just as every good man would have it—nobody goes to hell. 
But stop, say they; this will not do; he came to save only those who 
believe in church creeds, make long prayers, and give the reverend clergy 
a fourth of their earnings, (the starvation of servants to the contrary not- 
withstanding,) and those who do not these things must go to hell; for so 

say the clergy; and who can dare gainsay it? But men died before 
Christ made his appearance on the earth, and three fourths of the human 
family, even at this day, die without a knowledge of him. What is to 
be done in this case?’ They could not believe in that of which they knew 
nothing; and, because they believed not these things, which were out of 
their power, will Almighty God consign them to endless punishment 
merely for the gratification of a few orthodox sticklers? No, no—this is 
not the character of that God that created all things after his own liking, 
with which I trust he is well pleased. Orthodoxy is here brought to her 
final subterfuge ; and to close, as well as possible, the rents in the clerical 
garments and. creed habilaments, they admit that those who know nothing 
of the light of the gospel may possibly go to heaven, Lut those who know 
it and improve it not must be beaten with many stripes and go to hell 
in the bargain. But again—lIf this be true, is it not something near the 
commission of an unpardonable sin, to propagate the knowledge of the 
gospel throughout the heathen world? as nothing but the knowledge of 
it can fairly justify the entailment of hell on ‘the ignorant heathens. 
Justice will surely induce the propagators of this diabolical knowledge 
to withhold their efforts for some better purpose, as the heathens, and 
all those who are unacquainted with gospel light, go to heaven only 
because they are such fools that they cannot obtain or understand the 
means by which they can be gospelized to hell. 

Look out, all ye that know these things, and do them not. Obadiah’s 
eurse of curses, in all its plenitude, must ever rest on your heads, and, 
ere long, ye shall be found like water snakes and amphibious animals, 
swimming in the burning floods and sulphurous lakes of the eternally 
damned. For you can never take passage direct to heaven by the or- 
thodoxical route of churches, and connecting lines of Bible and hack 
character societies. No, you must go even wild in the very bosom of 
society, only because you think not of Almighty God as does the most 
servile empiric in the GREAT EMPRIE of orthodoxy. If aman would court 
popularity he must do it as he would a female that he might desire to 
make the partner of his life, but only through the church—and he who 
presumes to follow a contrary course may rest assured that success can 
never attend his eflorts.— The Liberalist. 
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